Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake (Sstrurus catenatus catenatus)

Description: The adult Eastern M assasauga Rattlesnake stout body ranges
from47.2-76.0 cminlength. Itsbody colour rangesfrom grey to tan, witharow
down the centre of its back of large brown black blotches and three smaller
rows of aternating spots on the side of the body. Y oung snakes exhibit the
same pattern, but are paler. Itsdark brown rattleisfound at the end of thetail
and is made up hard, interlocking segments.

Habitat and Range: The Eastern Massasauga Rattlesnake prefers wetland
and swampy areas. During summer months it can also be found in rocky
upland areas.This threatened species is primarily found on the islands and
adjacent shoreline areas of Georgian Bay, with small populations present in
the Wainfleet Bog (near Port Colborne) and the Ojibway Nature Reserve (near
Windsor).

Diet: Consistsmostly of frogsand small rodentssuch asmice. It will also prey
onsmall birdsand even on other snakes. Withitspair of hollow, curved fangs,
the snake injects venom into the prey, very much like a hypodermic needle.
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Behaviour: A solitary species, the Eastern
Massasauga Rattlesnake is rather shy and avoids
human contact. It isgenerally non-aggressive and will
remain motionless unlessdisturbed. If approached too
closely the snakewill rattleitstail loudly asawarning
and only bite asits last mechanism of defence.




Rattlesnake Research Project

History: Over the past 100 years, the range of the Eastern
Massasauga rattlesnake has declined dramaticdly in Ontario.
Asaconsequence of habitat |0ss and persecution, this species

was on the endangered list for many years. Today, owing largely
to greater public awareness, research, and habitat protection,
Eastern Massasauga populations are dowly recovering. In
Ontario, the shoreline of Georgian Bay is home to the largest
remaining populations of this species. To better understand the
habitat characteristics and to determine the status of this
speciesinitsnorthern zone, asurvey of theKillarney and French
River areais currently being carried ouit.

Objectives of the Study:

To determine the didribution range and population status of
the Eastern Massasauga rattlesnake in the southern Sudbury
digtrict.
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Cambrian College

| support |
Killarney Wildlife e,

=1 Yes, | would like to become a Killarney
wildlife fellow by supporting the rattlesnake
research study.

Name:
Address:
City:
Postal Code:
Province/State;
E:mail:

| wish to donate $10[_1 $25[ 1 Other—

Method of Payment: Chequel ]
Visa[ ] Mastercard [

Card#
Expiry Date:

Your Killarney wildlife fellowship
packageincludes:
* A wildlife fellowship certificate
* A bi-annual newsletter
* A charitable donation tax receipt for
donations of $10.00 or more.

Please Make Cheques payable to:
Northern Environmental Heritage Institue
C/O Cambrian College, 1400 Barrydowne Road
Sudbury, Ontario P3A 3v8



